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AfrICANDO SUMMIT UNITES AFRICANS IN THE DIASPORA, AFRICAN UNION

Bold Strategies to Use Science and Technology for Africa’s Development Outlined

MIAMI, FL – Aug 1, 2006

The 9th annual AfriCANDO summit on “Science, Technology and Research for Africa’s Development” facilitated groundbreaking dialogue on bringing the African Diasporas scientific capacities to bear on continental African social and economic development.  

Participants at the July 2006 African Union (AU) sponsored Science and Technology Conference produced a plan of action that calls for setting up a Diaspora Development Fund to finance proposed projects; study abroad exchange programs and exchange projects involving students in Africa and the Diaspora; and a Knowledge Exchange Summer Program (KESP) that will send African scientists and professionals from the Diaspora to Africa and from Africa to the Diaspora for short-term development assignments.  

Diaspora Africans are taking up an unprecedented role of direct input into the African Union governing structure, activating an amendment to its Constitutive act in February 2003 that includes article (3q) which recognizes the African Diaspora as constituents of the AU, to be consulted on all affairs of the Union.  The four-day conference (July 19-22), organized by the Foundation for Democracy in Africa (FDA), the AU Commission’s Department for Human Resources, Science and Technology, and the Western Hemisphere African Diaspora Network (WHADN), was hosted by Florida Memorial University and Miami Dade College.


The Conference brought together some of Africa’s best scientists, information technologists, engineers, health professionals, and economists based in American universities and from around the Western Hemisphere to dialogue with their colleagues from the Diaspora, and with AU officials, and to devise strategies and programs that will advance science, technology and economic freedom in Africa.  This unfolding cooperation across continents is testimony that a new development paradigm and energy are being unleashed to service the cause of social progress in the continent.


“This is a great opportunity for the Diaspora African scientists to further consolidate their role in Science and Technology Agenda for the socio-economic development of Africa,” said Dr. Nagia M. Essayed, AU Commissioner for Human Resources, Science and Technology, who delivered the keynote address at the summit. 


A key document for discussion at the summit was “Africa’s Consolidated Science and Technology Plan of Action,” an AU-NEPAD (New Partnership for Africa’s Development) road map outlining the critical role of scientific research and technology in the continent’s development. 


“The Plan of Action underscores Africa’s commitment to common objectives to develop and use science and technology for socio-economic transformation of the continent and its integration into the global economy through capacity building, knowledge production, and technological innovation,” said Fred Oladeinde, president, FDA.


At the welcome reception on July 19, six South African tourism professionals received Certificates of Completion for the AfrICANDO professional tourism exchange program, designed to promote tourism between Florida and South Africa destinations, this program is a direct result of recommendations from AfrICANDO 2003, which focused on Tourism as an engine of Economic growth in Africa.

Fred Oladeinde officially opened the summit on July 20 and was followed by Dr. Karl S. Wright, president, Florida Memorial University, who urged the participants to partner with Florida Memorial University and other Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) to build and nurture science, technology and research capabilities in Africa, given that HBCUs are among the top producers of engineers and scientists in the United States. 

For the next three days, panels examined possible solutions to Africa’s problems using science and technology as the engine that will drive development. Special attention was paid to youths and women: the need to break down cultural, social and technical barriers that prevent them from choosing careers in science and technology as well as the need to foster a scientific mindset in them. A panel on heritage issues, including migration and religions, was also a delight.

WHADN, launched in 2002, is a network of non governmental organization, Civil Society organizations and others, working to implement article 3q of the African Union Constitutive act, by bringing the African Diaspora globally as AU’s Sixth Region, comprising the Diaspora in the USA, the Caribbean, Canada, Central and South America Europe, Asia and other parts of the world with large concentration of people of Africa decent. The network connects Africans in the Diaspora with those on the continent and will work with the AU to implement recommendations made at the summit. 
Since the network was formed in December 2002, it has been providing information and education on the AU Diaspora initiatives crisscrossing America and the Caribbean, taking the message of African-Diaspora unity particularly among the youths on university campuses. WHADN is also working to ensure that the African Diaspora in the Western Hemisphere is well represented on the Economic Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC), an organ of the African Union. 

Despite the daunting logistics and challenges ahead, the spirit of optimism evident among the participants is an indication that they are willing to honor the AU’s partnership invitation and to constructively engage in the task of moving Africa forward. 

The opening ceremony on July 20 was transmitted to a listening audience of South African business leaders, scientist and members of the press at the Ron Brown Commerce Center in Pretoria, South Africa with the assistance and cooperation of Enterprise Florida’s Southern Africa office, and the Ron Brown Center.
U S President George W. Bush and Florida Governor Jeb Bush both sent congratulatory messages to the Conference and its organizers.
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