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Statement at the UN Civil Society Hearings on Migration and Development

United Nations, New York, 12 July 2006

Segment 2: International migration and development:-challenges for social and economic policies in sending and receiving countries

The Foundation for Democracy in Africa (FDA) is an international NGO, with programs and projects focus on Africa. The FDA also, serves as the secretariat for the Western Hemisphere African Diaspora Network (WHADN), an initiative of the African Union (AU).  WHADN was established in December 2002 during the historic First African Union Western Hemisphere Diaspora Forum—an outreach by the AU to the growing population of Africans in the Diaspora in its efforts to address the issues of brain drain, and   linking  migration with development in Africa.

According to the office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR), the term “migrant worker” refers to a person who is to be engaged, is engaged, or has been engaged in a remunerated activity in a State of which he or she is not a national.”
Recognizing migration as an important global activity of our time, a  human rights, and development  issue, The Foundation for Democracy in Africa through its think tank the Institute for Democracy in Africa  has undertaking several studies on migration and its impact on sending,  transit and receiving countries, with specific focus on the counties of sub-Sahara Africa. 

We contributed at  the “Expert Workshop on “Female Migrants, May 2-3, 2006 in New York,  jointly organized by the International Organization on Migration, (IOM), and the UNFPA  and the Ministerial Conference of the Least Developed Countries (LDC) on “Improving Remittances Services”, February 9-10, 2006 in Benin

We welcome the decision by the UN General Assembly to establish a High Level Dialogue on Migration and Development and the opportunity for civil society organizations and the private sector to contribute to the dialogue. And make the following contributions:

The United Nations must continue to work with its member States and other Institutions to advance, Democracy, Liberty, Freedom, and the rule of law, globally   and encourage the expansion of the role of civil society organizations, non governmental organizations and the private sector in the affairs of the State, to mitigate the Push factors that often  force people to migrate, sometimes   without the required documentation and become victims of the mgration process itself . The Secretary General should work with member States to ratify all  existing UN conventions and treaties on Migration to ensure hat migrants rights are respected by all member states, 

The UN and member States  should forge strong partnership with Diaspora Civil Society Organizations, such as the Western Hemisphere African Diaspora Network (WHADN), and other organization in receiving countries to advance access to Legal  and  financial services to Migrants and there families, and provide support services in addressing other challenges migrants may face in host countries.

Mr. Chairman, according to the World Bank In 2005 the total amount of remittances sent home by migrant workers through formal channels amounts to over $167 billion dollars to developing countries around the world,.  The present cost associated with international remittances to  Least  Develop Countries, particularly to sub Saharan Africa countries are  sometimes 20 percent of the amount remitted, or even higher, the UN and member States should work with  Diaspora Civil Society Organizations In receiving countries such as WHADN  to establish Non Banking Financial Institutions such as Credit Unions to Increase access to financial services to migrants and mitigate the high transaction cost presently associated with remittances to low density remittance  corridors. 

Mr Chairman the UN must work with member States to remove the impediments to South- South Migration, particularly in Africa due lack of Infrastructure ,particularly transportation linkages   which has limited the migration opportunities between  the countries in the south. For example, it is cheaper and easier to travel from Bamako to Paris in search of employment than to look to South Africa, Mauritius or Namibia for employment 

The UN and Member States should work with Civil Society organizations, the private sector and other Institutions in sending countries to prepare candidates for the challenges and opportunities of migration, and address the issues of re integration upon return back from receiving country.

I Thank You.
The Foundation for Democracy in Africa
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