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Chairman, distinguished guest, ladies and gentlemen, let me first  thank  the Africa Leadership Forum, in collaboration with the UNDP, Regional Bureau for Africa, New York for  organizing this  three-day meeting for CSOs from the West and Central African sub-regions,  aimed at defining requisite modalities and strategies for operationalsing the ECOSOCC at the regional, sub-regional, national and Diaspora levels.

As most of you know this consultation is a follow-up to the inauguration in July 2004 in Addis Ababa of the Economic Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC) of the African Union (AU) an organ of the African Union. The inauguration of ECOSOCC, and other actions of the African Union, including the adoption of the CSSDCA earlier into the organizational structure of the AU, marked the beginning of a new covenant between the African Union, an intergovernmental organization and the African people, both at home and abroad. 

ECOSOCC, often referred to as the “AU parliament for Civil Society Organizations” is one of many organs of the Union, and mandated by its Constitutive Act to provide advise from civil society organizations, from Africa and the Diaspora in the affairs of the Union, it is designed as a coordination and networking tool for the participation of civil society organizations, both from Africa and the Diaspora in the activities of the African Union. 

Presently, the interim Standing Committee and Officers of the ECOSOCC, excluding members of the Diaspora civil society organizations were elected during the inauguration in July 2004, putting the present body at odd with the mandates of the founding fathers and the spirit of the African Union Constitutive act, particularly, article 3q that recognizes the African Diaspora as an important constituent of the African Union. This error or and omission of the Union must be corrected immediately to preserve peace and harmony within the Union, with your full cooperation and assistance.

Mr. Chairman, the major challenge facing the interim Steering Committee and CSOs in Africa and the Diaspora today is not  just operationalsing ECOSOCC, the major problem, and the first order of business must be  to ensure that the interim Standing Committee and Officers of the ECOSOCC includes members of the Diaspora, first, then as a “whole” body we can move to operationalize the new organ, through consultative processes, which will culminate in and guide elections of members at the national, regional and Diaspora levels, on the one hand and define requisite framework and strategies for creating synergy between ECOSOCC and other AU organs. 

While we have made significant progress as members of civil society organizations in steering our continental body through necessary reforms and transformation, … from the OAU to AU, a people centered inter governmental organization, representing the fastest growing frontier of freedom, liberty, and opportunity on the face of the earth, with constituents spread across the globe, we still have a lot of “heavy lifting” and challenges ahead of us.
The gains that we have made in our pursuit of freedom, liberty and happiness must never be allowed to erode, for these gains have been paid for in, blood, limbs, and lives, by millions of compatriots who made the ultimate sacrifice, and YES these gains are ours to keep. 

Distinguished guest, ladies and gentlemen, we must also be wary of those among us and others who want to stand in the way of the unification of the African people globally. 

The children of Africa and her wealth have been spread across the globe by fate for reasons unknown to many, and only through sincere efforts at unification can we harmonize the gains made over centuries, and ride the tide of globalization to peace and prosperity on our shores, for our people and the world. And the African Union holds the “silver bullet” to make this happen. 

So as we deliberate in the next three days on 

1    The activities of ECOSOCC since its inauguration without the African Diaspora civil society organizations till date and facilitate intensive discussion on its nature, importance and operationalization;

2     Framework and strategies that will guide ECOSOCC interactions with the various organs of the African Union;

3.    The options and strategies for activating the various thematic groups required for robust engagement of topical issues;

4.     The process for election of members to the ECOSOCC General Assembly and strategize on the modalities and guidelines for institutionalizing national processes and  

5     National Networks and Feedback Mechanisms for the ECOSOCC

Let us be truthful to the mandates of the founding fathers, and be in full compliance of the Constitutive Act of the Union that binds us.

Please permit me, to also commend the leadership and efforts of the African Leadership Forum in driving this agenda, and for keeping our “eyes on the ball”, particularly, the role of my friend and “soul mate” Ayodele Aderinwale, the executive director of this pioneering institution. 

 Since 1990 the ALF have worked to reform the OAU, and tirelessly work to create political space within the intergovernmental organization for civil society organization using the Conference on Security Stability Development and Cooperation in Africa (CSSDCA) as a platform.  ALF developed an effective network of civil society organizations, including my organization, the Foundation for Democracy in Africa and  others to reform the OAU and then  transform it to the AU, and even today continue to advance the gains that have been made through the sponsorship of consultations like this and others that will bring the AU closer to its people, please join me in thank the ALF , while we demand more so that we can continue to succeed in our mutual resolve to improve the standard of living for the African people.

The present ECOSOCC frame work guarantee twenty of the 150 seats in the ECOSOCC for the Diaspora, this  represents the first institutional interface between the Union and its constituents in the Diaspora, a major milestone in the realization of the hopes and aspirations of the Pan African movement. I was privilege to serve on the Civil Society Provisional working group, representing the Diaspora that was mandated by the Commission to produce the Statutes, and the draft rules of procedure of the ECOSOCC of the African Union.  

Presently, my organization the Foundation for Democracy in Africa (FDA), serves as the secretariat of the Western Hemisphere African Diaspora Network (WHADN), an initiative of the African Union that was launched during the historic First African Union Western Hemisphere Diaspora Forum held in Washington, D.C. 17-19 December 2002.

The mission of WHADN is to encourage and facilitate the utilization of the collective talents and resources of the African Diaspora in the Americas, the Caribbean and Latin America to support economic development and sustainable growth on the continent.

WHADN in pursuit of its mission encourage and facilitate the enduring cultural, social, and economic ties to Africa within the Western Hemisphere Diaspora communities, 

Develop and identify funding for capacity building projects by Diaspora civil society organizations in the Western Hemisphere Diaspora and the African Union.

Work with the African Union to create mechanisms to represent the views, concerns and interest of the African Diaspora within the African Union.  WHADN was established to function as the coordinating network, linking the Diaspora and the AU for the purpose of achieving the common goals of social and economic development.

In closing, let me express WHADN’s commitment to work with you and your organization to advance the development of the African people globally, and welcome you to follow our power point presentation of  WHADN strategic plan, and plan of action to actualize Diaspora participation in the ECOSOCC of the African Union.




