[image: image1.png]



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: 

Mia Gibson
1612 K Street NW, Suite 1104

Washington, DC 20006

E-mail: comments@democracy-africa.org
Website: http://www.democracy-africa.org
CULTURAL TRADITIONS AND BELIEFS ARE IMPORTANT FOR AFRICA’S ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND POLITICAL RENEWAL
Miami, Florida – October 13, 2007

The recent 10th Annual AfrICANDO Conference themed “African Cultures and Development” gathered civil society representatives, academics, policy makers and activists to explore the role that African cultures play in the conceptualization and implementation of socioeconomic and political development on the continent.  The four day conference (which took place from September 19-22, 2007) was organized in partnership with the African-New World Studies program at Florida International University and Miami Dade College North Campus, and featured panels on topics such as, “African Values, Entrepreneurship, Economic Growth and Cultural Resource Management”, “African Women and Development”, and “Cultural Education, Globalization and Youth”.  

Former Director General of UNESCO, Dr. Amadou Mahtar M’Bow, gave the keynote address during opening reception of the conference, and noted, “Culture is… at the center of development; it is the engine that powers it and is its ultimate end. This is because any development must contribute to the material well being and spiritual flourishing of those that engages the process.  It is in his or her culture that each human being as well as each person draws the faculty of creating and the will to undertake and succeed. Any project of development goes from a need of renewing, the necessity to innovate with regard to that which exists. Innovation always leans on knowledge, know how and experience accumulated from generation to generation.  … Africa is a continent of the future because of its resources, its culture, its men and women in a world so often uncertain in which adaptation to new situations has become the rule.”  Dr. M’Bow also received the 2007 Medal of Glory Award during the AfrICANDO Gala Dinner for his contributions to African Development and promotion of the ideals of democracy in the development of the countries of Africa.
During a luncheon presentation, Fred Mitchell, former Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Public Service of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas described the importance and relevance of African culture to Diaspora communities, particularly those in Caribbean countries, “As policy is very often a constant voyage of discovery, it is time to look again and continue to look for new models as to how to succeed.  Certainly, the asue which we inherited from Africa in the Caribbean where people pool their resources, and the movement of women in the micro lending field, are examples of the local culture being incorporated into public policy.”
This year also marked the 10th Anniversary of the annual AfrICANDO symposium which was acknowledged by The Foundation for Democracy in Africa President, Fred Oladeinde. As he noted, “The theme of the inaugural AfrICANDO in 1998, ‘Africa the Next Frontier’, was a signal of our unconditional commitment to work and support the development of African nations by turning adversity to strength, particularly in the nations that have embraced reform from within, but struggle to use the democratic process to replace tyrants, corrupt leaders that collude with international criminals and thugs to deprive citizens of their constitutional rights, economic and social freedom. Subsequent AfrICANDO’s  have  shed  lights on  and provide  recommendations on how nations of Africa can improve the standard of living for citizens by using democracy, electoral process, good governance,    private sector, trade, direct foreign  investment, strategic partnerships,  tourism, education,  agriculture, science, technology and research, and the  contributions of Africans in the Diaspora.”  Mr. Oladeinde also announced the renaming of the AfrICANDO Youth Exchange program to the “Robert Ingram Youth Leadership and Cultural Exchange Program” in honor of Dr. Robert Ingram, a long-time FDA supporter and past Medal of Glory recipient who recently passed away.  The program allows students from the US and a country of Africa to visit each others home country, build relationships and learn from one another.
During the proceedings of the conference, participants made a number of recommendations including the establishment of an institute for African culture, spirituality and cosmogony to be established and located in an African nation that can provide the necessary economic and political support for its goals and objectives, such as: (1) to serve as a center of excellence and research institution for the study of African culture, spirituality and cosmogony globally, (2) to develop curricula, programs and projects that illustrate the scholarship and contributions of African cultures, values, spirituality and heritage to global development, (3) to organize summit conferences and workshops on a regular basis to advance the understanding of African culture and spirituality and to provide a platform for sharing information an research findings, (4) to support the publication of periodicals, books, journals and other writings that support the growth of understanding of African culture, spirituality and values worldwide, and (5) to “mainstream” African traditions, values and cultures. 
Other recommendations included the development of an exchange program between the countries of Africa and the Caribbean to promote the building of relationships between peoples of Africa and the African Diaspora, the creation of a platform to make African countries more accessible through television, radio and the internet, and the promotion of education on African traditions, culture and values globally in mainstream curricula.
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