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It is a great honor to address all members of the South Florida communities assembled here for the inaugural séance of this important meeting of Africando 2007. Important, this gathering is a several levels. First through the pertinence of the selected theme with regard to the contemporary Africa’s situation and also through the quality of the participants whose presence here testifies for their interest towards the continent; thus, I would like to express my most sincere thank to Mr. Fred Oladeinde, President of the Foundation for Democracy in Africa for his friendly invitation. I also would like to express my congratulations to Mr. Anthony Okomah, Director of the Institute for Democracy in Africa and to Dr. Akin Ogundiran Dr. of the African New World Studies Program for hosting me here tonight as well as all those that work tirelessly on behalf of our continent. 
I give thank to my colleague Dr. Carole Boyce-Davies for the hospitality since I landed in Miami and to all the personalities that have taken their time top receive me in their office. Broward Mayor Joseph Eggeletion and county Commissioner Diana Wasserman made me feel at home in South Florida.      

My feeling has always been that the African Diaspora whether recent or ancient can bring a major contribution not only on the thinking about problems to which the continent must face, but the solutions as well; their double experiences of Africa and the countries in which they reside countries often at the vanguard of progress in the fields of human progress and the hindsight they have with regard to those that live within the continent give them the possibility to better apprehend the problems in a global and long terms contexts.

I believe that solutions to contemporary Africa’s complex problems cannot be accomplished through improvisation or isolated actions that in deed favor the strategies of those that only search for profiting from Africa’s weakness rather than promoting its progress in the interest of its peoples. As we all know, numbers of Africa’s problems will not find long term sustainable solutions in the actual piecing of the continent into micro states. Hence, the need for a common thinking on the essential problems and a consensus on the solutions 

all in the most total transparency as was done in the traditional societies.  

The African Diaspora has a fundamental role in stimulating the dialogue and in the search for common points of convergences in the general interest for reason I indicated  

I would add that members of Diaspora can and must on a basis of solidarity-a concept so anchored in cultural African traditions make the young generations profit from their professional experiences and political leaders not often aware of the great dynamics of the problems engaging the long term future of their peoples  from their expertise  

With regard to the situation of the continent at the point of view of development, it seems useless for me to analyze it before an audience as aware as yours here. I would just limit myself in highlighting the fact that in spite of progress realized since independence, the hopes founded on a rapid development are late in materializing. in most parts of the continent. As a result, poverty remains widespread notably in the peripheries of great urban centers and the rural areas where unemployment registers high rates. Moreover, the infrastructures remain less desirable and political stability without which there is no sustainable development is far from insured in most areas.  
However, African does not lack resources nor talents as exemplified the quality of the participants to this gathering nor men and women conscious of the needs of populations for betterment. Diverse factors handicapped African development at the rhythm those that struggled for independence hoped. In their eyes, political independence made sense only if it allowed resolutions of the graves economic and social problems which African peoples were confronted. 
Historical factors such as the political, economic and social sequels of slavery and colonization have not favor development, however, added to these are others that are culturally specific to Africa. Hence, responding to the wishes expressed by the organizers I would like to engage a conversion about Culture and Development with you for the inauguration of this meeting.  
However, it is important to remember that that the notions of culture and of development in the actual acceptance of the terms have begun to impose themselves in the world only after the Second World War and that the events that led to that war and the ravages they provoked were not foreign to these notions. 
The European allies, under the leadership of Franklin Roosevelt, initiator of the New Deal even before the end of the hostilities drew the lessons from those events particularly the 1929 crisis. They considered that preventing a similar cataclysm and maintaining peace, security and equilibrium among nations passed necessarily through a global solution of economic, financial and social problems that led to such misery and instability as seen in the 1920 crisis.    

This is why two measures were taken at the international level. One concerned the elaboration of the Bretton Wood accords that put in place the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in charge of regulating parities and monetary fluxes in the world and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD)
The second measure concerned the creation of the system of the United Nations at the center of which, the United Nations Organization, its funds and programs will emerge gradually as well as specialized institutions such the International Labor Organization which succeeded the International Office of Labor created by the Society of Nations after the first world war, the World Organization for Alimentation and Agriculture (FAO), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Education Science and Culture Organization (UNESCO). Each of these institutions was call to promote international cooperation in a particular domain notably in terms of development. These autonomous institutions were governed by international conventions and linked to the United Nations through particular accords and to which they contribute in their particular field of expertise notably in terms of peace and security maintenance. The coordination of the actions of the ensemble of system is insured at the governmental level by the Economic, Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOC) established within the United Nations.    

It is in this framework that one must located the precious assistance the United States of America brought to the reconstruction and development of Europe and Japan immediately after the end of the war. This is known under the Marshall Plan. With regard to the United Nations, while participating in the efforts undertaken in Europe, began operating in Latin America, the Caribbean through technical assistance projects before turning to Asia Africa and the Pacific newly independent and in a more systemic way with the creation of the United Nations Development Program. (UNDP)   
However, the United Nations System never has the funds at the measure of the economic and social situation countries liberated from colonial dependence required for deep and long term actions.  No effort the size of the Marshall Plan was undertaken in these countries! 

In terms of culture, it was the constitutive conference of London from June 1st to the 15 1945 that recognized its primacy in the perception each has of other and of its role in reciprocal  and mutual understanding among peoples hence its role as foundational element in the harmony and peace among the peoples of the world.  Culture is no longer perceived in essentially aesthetic and literary point of view, but as including the totality of the creations of the mind and human activities. 

The negation of civilizations and cultures of dominated peoples cease to become the norm of relationship between individuals and nations. All cultures having been recognized as equal in dignity, le great works that testify to the creative human genius are know considered as belonging of a patrimony common to humanity and the international community must contribute to their preservation and safeguard. We also see here that as divers as they can be, cultures have in common the same human and social values.   

Thus, the World conference on Cultural Policies (Mondiacult), organized by UNESCO in Mexico in 1982brought all the nations of the world with intellectuals and artists from all the continents to declare:

“In its largest sense, culture can be considered as the ensemble of distinct spiritual, material, intellectual and affective traits that characterize a society or a social group. It includes the arts and letters, the way of life, the fundamental rights of the human being,  the systems of values, the traditions and beliefs and that culture gives a human the capacity of thinking on him or herself. It is culture that makes of us beings specifically human, rational, critical and ethically engaged. It is through Culture that we discern values and make choices. It is through culture that humankind express him herself, has a consciousness of   him herself, and acknowledge him herself as an unfinished product, questioning his her own realizations, constantly searching for new significations and creating works that transcend him her.” .  

At the personal level, culture necessarily expresses the spiritual dimension of each individual-sum of his her beliefs, knowledge, experience and sensibility. Culture is also an essential factor in the perception each person has of itself , in his society and its relationships to others. Culture is also the first source of motivations, of choices, of creativity and actions of the individual
At the general level, it is culture that gives specificity to each people. This because there is people only through the linkages woven between the different members, through a common history, the usage of a common language beliefs, values, symbols, creations and representations in which each one can recognize oneself.   

It is through culture that the feelings of solidarity and unity are affirmed among the members of a community. It is thus at the center of interpersonal relations as well as at that among peoples. Depending of the values it inculcates and feeling it gives rise, it can contribute to the rapprochement among peoples or distance them one from another; it can strengthen the will to change  or fear and closing of oneself.     

Culture is therefore at the center of development; it the engine that powers it and is its ultimate end. This because any development must contribute to the material well being and spiritual flourishing of those that engages the process. But, there is no development without change. It is in his or her culture that each human being as well as each people draw the faculty of creating and the will to undertake and succeed. Any project of development goes from a need of renewing, the necessity to innovate with regard to that which exists. Innovation always leans on knowledge, know how and experience accumulated from generation to generation. It can enrich itself and can be fecundated from knowledge and experiences from somewhere else.   
Moreover, in these contemporary globalized societies, no culture is isolated anymore. All cultures borrow from each other, and mutually enrich each other. African cultures do not escape these rules. They have directly enriched and influenced numbers of world domains particularly the art though its Diaspora. They need as we will see later to be fecundated in the field of appropriation of sciences and modern techniques and management. 
It is towards these exigencies I want to turn to now. However, I must first insist on a fact: A country cannot be developed through foreign assistance alone.  These can be indispensable in some phases where the conditions of world markets and the mechanisms of foreign debt penalize so much African economies confronted with the lack of saving and other handicaps. Still, a country can only develop through the will and work of its inhabitants.   

Hence, any program or project of development that do not correspond to a necessity or is not perceived as susceptible to ameliorate the daily conditions of the populations risk failure. This is valuable for any country but more to Africa where authoritarism has often been the rule rather than the exception during the colonial era and even nowadays. Formal democracy even if existing at an acceptable level of masks an absence of conversation from the base which hampers the mobilization of the energies. 

We can then say that the problem of development of Africa is both a problem of democracy and of culture. Some authors went even to the extent of carelessly writing the Africa refuses development. Africa certainly aspire to development as any other continent but to a development which frees and ameliorate the conditions of existence of the populations and not a development that destroys natural equilibriums and saps cultural, social, and human values that allowed us to survive the drama of the slave trade and forced labor of the colonial era; a development that  alienate beings from their country.  
African traditional cultures have often been accused of conservatism and rebel top any change. These arguments miss the profound will to preserve the  harmony between human activities and the safeguard of nature, between the need for renewal and the preservation of social equilibeuim. Things that endangered nature- frame of life and activities that allow the means for subsistence are considered nefarious as well as anything that threatens the structures that insure cohesion and solidarity of the group.      
This does not mean that African cultures are incapable of assuming change. The conservatism invoked by the critics is more a way of protecting before the unknown and in situations one has no control on. Three centuries of human hunting in the slave trade, and a century of forced labor are not easily erased from the mentalities. Even though colonialism has disappeared, some of its method still remains in international relations.   

Change then passes through the rural area through approached that need to take into account the way the mind functions. In these sites, power is never the appendage of one person. Decisions are taken at the base, after often long conversations in which each freely expresses his or her point of view. Decisions are not sanctioned by a formal vote because result of a consensus which engages the whole community. 

The mechanisms of mediation thus deployed could be used not only for local conflicts resolutions but also to acquire populations’ adhesion for the mobilization of the energies towards the changes required for a development assumed by the peoples themselves because carrier of life conditions changes        
However, modern governments influenced by old colonial practices, culturally politically alienated as some would say-are still incapable of using these mechanisms that have already demonstrated their efficiencies all along the old history of Africa and that have not yet lost their potency. All traditional practices are certainly not carriers of progress but those that are must be revalorized.  
In any case, in the actual conditions, development of Africa necessarily passes through transformation of agricultural production. Agriculture participates only for 15 to 20% of the Brut Interior Product and sometimes less while the rural population passed largely the 75%. It is this agriculture that must feed a growing population while the yield to the acre continues to decline or at the best stagnates. Food dependency deepens yet land is not the issue. what lacks  are agricultural policies capable of promoting the exploitation of the potentialities of the countries. This has become a fundamental exigency face to the exorbitant rise of the prices of cereals and oil on world markets. In this situation, the development of biofuels which the continent is well endowed with is a must for African states. 
Contrary to ideas some have vehicled, rural Africa is not hostile to change but as all peasants of the world, African peasants do not easily adventure in changes they do not perceive as their interests. They have shown in many ways throughout their history, their capacity of innovation. They have effectively integrated extensive and intensive systems of agriculture to their cultural universe and practiced methods of production founded on selection and rotation of plants to increase yields while preserving the fertility of soils.   
It is important to remember here that the farming of rice was introduced to the Carolina through the imagination and work of enslaved African from the West coast. But beyond specific questions relating to agriculture, there is a more global structural problem that confronts African cultures face to modernization which is the condition for development.   

Traditional African societies belong to civilization called orality in which memorized knowledge is transmitted for mouth to ear from generation to generation. However, the complexity and the explosion of scientific and technical knowledge which are the sources of any material progress require the mastering of writing while illiteracy dominates the rural areas particularly for women whose essential role in the economy and the lives of African societies can never be emphasized enough.   
I am far from equating illiteracy with ignorance but in modern societies, illiteracy constitutes a serious handicap on both the cultural and economic levels as well as the political one. Access to writing is indispensable; whatever the language used and it would erroneous to think that African languages were never written before the advent of colonialism or that they cannot vehicle scientific and modern thought.  Important intellectual elite used writing by borrowing for example Arabic characters and in the XVI century, erudite from the University of Sankore measured well with any other university of the world. Other examples could be cited to show that Africa was not an intellectual or technological desert 
Smelting of iron was so developed that the British Historian Basil Davidson spoke of Meroe in Nubia as the Birmingham of the antiquity. Closest to us, those of my generation who grew in the traditional rural milieu know of the processes of manufacturing of metal and iron in particular, textiles and dying as well as the use of plants in the prevention and treatment of diseases such as malaria for example.  
We must reminisce the fact that African plants are more an more copyrighted by multinational pharmaceutical for their sole profit which handicaps African states to profit from these in framework of world trade because they could contribute to economic growth and become an important factor of development. 

This is also the case for African cultural production in the fields of arts, music, dance and craftsmanship that are essential sources of revenues susceptible of substantially increase economic development. In fact, the cultural sector constitutes a domain susceptible of generating jobs and other important resources. Africa we must declare does not draw the advantages it could from these cultural sectors and must give them a better attention. 

Concerning the methods of production of good, the dynamics of the problem have changed. We must move from a limited craft production framework to a mass production with more sophisticated processes and tools. This is possible only if the actors of development at all levels have direct access to the written knowledge and acquire through it a scientific and technical culture these times require.       

The passing from orality to the written implies then a development of education at all levels but also the struggle against illiteracy at least for those in the age of production particularly the women who are usually disfavored in most policies. Then, African cultures could re-energized  while keeping in mind the imperious necessity for safeguarding spiritual, social and human values that are at their foundation and which preservation is more than ever necessary in a world that globalizes while losing ethical buoys and its humanism.  

However, the acquisition of a massive scientific and technical culture and in long term poses the problem of scientific research tailored to the needs for development of the continent. Africa cannot continue to exclusively depend on the outside for scientific and technological needs without losing its identity. Africa cannot not to participate to the great movement of scientific and technological creativity if it wishes not to be marginalized with regard to the dynamic centers of the world.  This of course will require time if not the same means than others. However Africa lacks no intellectual capacities nor talents. The Works of its writer’s artist’s film directors and craftsmen testify   to theses potentials. It researchers realize extraordinary achievement in the fields despite their limited resources and even if their works often remain unknown. 

What lacks is certainly an affirmed will,  clearly conceived scientific and technological policies and the putting in place of dynamic teams including researchers at home and from the Diaspora. But there is an essential requirement  to this the amelioration of the quality of scientific and technical teaching at all levels from the elementary to the superior. 

Any advance in the technological and scientific fields is tributary of an education of quality of basic sciences and mathematics in particular. Unfortunately, this is far from being the case in most African countries where the teaching of sciences is not a priority. Education, culture and development are intimately linked. Education has a double function of social reproduction and preparation for innovation which is the essential condition for any mass production. 
In its function of social reproduction, education must transmit the patrimony of knowledge, values of creation inherited from the past or born in the present to the young generation. This is essential for the safeguarding of African cultural heritage. In its role of preparation to innovation, education must shape the minds and turn them towards a future capable of creating changes that make progress for individuals and societies possible.

It is with these words I would like to conclude while tanking you once again for giving me the opportunity to think with you in this dynamic region to the future of a continent full of promises and with which I hope fructuous cooperation projects could be established.
I would not want to finish without re-stating my conviction that Africa is a continent of the future because of its resources, its culture, its men and women in a world so often uncertain in which adaptation to new situations has become the rule. Africans have inherited faculties of impregnating themselves in surprising ways with other cultures without ever losing their own   

The openness of the mind that is one of the characteristics of African cultures excludes any ostracism towards others conviction or knowledge from whomever. Hence, most of those present here can claim other cultures beside their African or African based culture. Is it not a major advantage in a world in which the most diverse peoples are called to meet to speak and to cooperate in the spirit of universal fraternity?

THANK YOU 

Miami 19.09.07

