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South Africa  Small Medium Enterprises (SMME’s) in  South Florida  to Promote South Africa,  Tourism and Hospitality opportunities, and FIFA 2010 World Cup.

Miami, Florida June 23, 2008- A high level delegation of South Africa Tourism and Hospitality experts, arrived today in Miami, Florida  for a week of site tours, briefings, presentations and training under the AfrICANDO  Professional Tourism and Hospitality Exchange Program, an initiative of The Foundation for Democracy in Africa, in partnership with the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Republic of South Africa; Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau; Miami International Airport; Port of Miami; Africa Travel Association and the African Diaspora Foundation.  The program is  designed  to expand tourism and cultural ties between the United States and South Africa.

The delegation of 15 executives from Gauteng, Mpumalanga, Kwazulu Natal, North West, and Limpopo provinces in South Africa, includes travel agencies tour operators, destination management companies, hotels, guest houses/ lodges, Safari companies, tourism authorities, conference and training centers   and car rental operators. The South Africa executives are here in South Florida to meet with their counterparts to discuss partnerships, joint ventures and other forms of collaborations, increase tourism and business travels between South Africa and the United States, and identify vendors, suppliers,  and consultants to support planned expansion and growth.

Tourism is one of the world's largest sectors, with annual revenues of over $500 billion. Globally, tourism accounts for nearly 35 per cent of exports of services and over 8 per cent of exports of goods. Over 340 million people are directly and indirectly employed in tourism around the world. Tourism also offers the opportunity of bringing development to rural areas, and encourages the sustainable utilization of the natural environment; strengthens cross-cultural relations, and is an important element in nation-building efforts for emerging democracies, particularly in Africa, with high unemployment rate among the youth.

According to Mr. Anthony Okonmah, the Executive Director of The Foundation for Democracy in Africa, a leading expert on Tourism and Hospitality development, “The AfrICANDO Professional Tourism and Hospitality Exchange Program is unique, and is a direct intervention by an NGO to focus world attention on the then declining level of tourist traffic to Africa after the September 11, 2001 terrorist attack in the United States of America.”

 Between 2001 and 2003 the global tourism economy suffered a number of setbacks. The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 brought about a sudden decrease in travel, affecting all parts of the tourism value chain particularly the Africa region and changing travel patterns forever. In 2003,  The Foundation for Democracy in Africa organized its annual economic development conference AfrICANDO 2003 around the theme “Tourism as an engine of Economic Growth in Africa”, leading to the development of   the AfrICANDO Professional Tourism and Hospitality Exchange program, to encourage closer ties between US tourism and hospitality professionals and there counterparts in Africa, and capacity building to support the expansion on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean.

According to the  International Tourism Organization, “In 2004, after three years of little growth, international tourism experienced a strong rebound achieving a record of 760 million foreign arrivals - an increase of 10% over 2003. Growth was common to all regions, but was predominantly strong in Asia and the Pacific (+29%) and in the Middle East (+20%). Double-digit growth was also registered in the Americas (+10%), while Africa (+7%) and Europe (+4%) performed below the world average, but still substantially improved their results of previous years’.

“We believe that the presence of the South African Tourism and Hospitality Professionals in South Florida will encourage more American tourist traffic to South Africa and will lead to more South Africa tourist visiting the United States”, said Anthony Okonmah, the Executive Director of The Foundation for Democracy in Africa.  “According to prevailing statistics, the US, Japan, Germany, France and the UK account for almost half of all tourists spending, globally, therefore the United States is an important market.”

Companies and institutions participating in AfrICANDO Professional Tourism and Hospitality Exchange Program, June 23-27 2008, includes: SA Educational Holiday and Tours, Durban, Zungeziwe Travel, Newgeramany, Karibu Lisure Resort and Conference Center, Limpopo, High Point Travel and Tours, Sun City, Boinelo Heritage Tours, and Safari, Mogwase, Rishile Travel and Tourism, Marshalltown, Ebrahim’s Tour and Travel, Roodeport, All Seasons Car Rental Company, Rondebosch, Nthuseng Tours, Capetown, Bela Bonni Guest House, Emalahleni,  Mpumalanga Tourism Authority, Gauteng Tourism Authority,  Kwazulu Natal Tourism Authority, Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism Republic of South Africa, Miami Dade College, The Africa Travel Association and the African Diaspora Foundation. 

South Africa Airways’, Executive Vice President, North America, Mr.  Marc Cavalier, will give the keynote speech during a Breakfast Meeting and Mini Trade show, planned for Wednesday, June 25, 2008 at the Hyatt Summerfield Suites,  5710 Blue Lagoon Drive in Miami to introduce the visiting South African Executives to major US travel, tourism and hospitality companies. 

The AfrICANDO Professional Tourism and Hospitality Exchange Program was initiated in 2005 by The Foundation for Democracy in Africa, a non profit, non government organization and the Department Environmental Affairs and Tourism of the Republic of South Africa, and has resulted in four exchanges, two from the United States to South Africa and two from South Africa to the United States.  
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