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INTRODUCTION

1. The 2nd African Congress for Scientific Research, and Technology was held from 6th to the 8th of November 2006 at the National Research Center of Egypt, and the Mena House Oberoi Hotel, Cairo Egypt. The Congress was a collaborative efforts by the African Union HRST Department, the African Society Scientific Research and Technology (ASSRT), The Human Resources, Science and Technology Cluster of ECOSOCC, the National Research Center of Egypt, and coordinated the Foundation for Democracy in Africa in the Diaspora. The Conference deliberated on the Popularization and Public understanding of the importance of Scientific Research & Technology for the Development of the African Continent. The Congress comprised of five plenary sessions.

PLENARY SESSION I

2.           This plenary session discussed the “Popularization & Public Understanding of Scientific Research & Technology using Multicultural Approaches”. It was noted that science is not “EUROCENTRIC”, underscoring the contributions of Africa civilizations to science research and technology, and the points of intersections between different cultures across the globe contribution’s to modern science, and how democratic nations are better suited to devote financial and other resources to science research and technology, therefore able to benefit from a higher standard of living for its citizens. African nations need to invest more in the popularization and public understanding of Scientific Research and Technology. 

PLENARY SESSION II

3.           The Panel on   Women and Youth underscore the challenges and marginalization women encounter and the reasons why the Youth must be included as stake holders in the popularization and public understanding of scientific research and technology campaign in Africa.

4. Women experts in information Communication Technology (ICT), Nuclear Science,  Engineering ,  shared personal experiences of discrimination and marginalization,  in the  often male dominated field of science research and technology in Africa and recommended that mentoring programs and special initiatives targeting women to use ICT in literacy campaign that have proven successful should be supported by government and the private sector, and that low expectations of women and minority groups by teacher in the field of scientific research and technology should be discouraged. Curriculum on science and mathematics in local languages and with cultural affinity should be introduced early. Women and the youth must be included in the national strategic plan on science and technology, to advance development in Africa.

PLENARY SESSION III

5. This session focused on how the Media can help in Popularization of the importance of Scientific Research and Technology to development in Africa. Example of how television programs, drama, songs, plays, movies can be used to reach mass audience in Africa particularly in the rural area were given. The session underscore the importance of  educating media experts on the benefits of scientific approaches in there outreach to the grass roots, particularly the need to use subject matter experts who inculcate cultural values and norms in their program. The need to use local languages was emphasized.
PLENARY SESSION IV

6. In this session the important role that civil society organizations should play in policy reform to allocate more resources to science research and technology, and the necessary encouragement from the public and private sector for a conducive environment for science to advance research and development in Africa and technology to advance can. The panel underscore the need to popularize the African Union among the African people so that they can understand the goals and objectives on the inter governmental organization, therefore better able to support AU programs and initiative. The session linked safety and security to creativity, stating that “people are more creative when they feel safe and secure, therefore emphasizing the importance of good governance, rule of law. The popularization of scientific research and public understanding through relevant hands on experiences were encouraged. The session through showed our science and technology help provide basic need of lives such a portable water.
PLENARY SESSION V

7. This session discussed the Financing of Research and Development in  Africa, and the role that private financial institutions such as banks, venture capital institutions and individual investors should play in the transformation of the research work into products and services that provide benefits and create wealth. The session discussed the important role that development banks play in providing low interest user friendly loans and grants to governments, and through governments to the private sector. The African Development Bank and the Bank of Alexandria, Egypt were used as examples of public and private financial institution with products that can be used to finance the transformation of ideas to products and services. The session recommended the establishment of private sector Venture Capital Companies,  and a  research and Development fund.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM  2nd African Congress of Scientific Research and Technology Congress.

(a)  Use multicultural approaches to popularize science and technology, insist      on culturally and environmentally relevant courses and curricular.

(b) Establish national steering committee, comprising of Minister for Science and technology, Minister of Finance, President of Universities, Member of Parliament, research institute, think tanks, civil society organizations, to draw a “scientific road map” at country level.

(c) Establish the African Council for Scientific Research and Technology, a continental civil society organizations  to network national steering committees, organize annual continental conferences and publish journals and periodicals to share best practices and experiences throughout the network, operate the African Science and Technology portal, establish a database of science and technology professionals, institutions and civil society organizations.

(d) Establish science and technology fund in Africa to support research and development in Africa.

(e) Establish exchange programs among African institutions of higher learning.

(f) Establish mentoring programs to enhance self esteem, particularly for young women to benefit from the experience and guidance of successful scientist, researchers and engineers.

(g) Establish a reward system for excellence through national, regional and continental   awards for excellence in science, engineering, research.

(h) Develop educational CD”S for different disciplines of science.

(j) Create employment incentives and benefits in the science and technology sector to retain trained scientist in African institutions (brain drain).
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