
more goods and services, includ-
ing from America. That is the 
vision that we share, I think, on 
this floor.  
 

The other very different path Af-
rica could get stuck on leads to 
even greater poverty and greater 
hunger and conflict and, frankly, 
greater disease and environmental 
degradation. It is unclear which 
way Africa is headed. Challenges 
on the continent are immense. 
But what is quite clear is that our 
growing security and economic 
interests on the continent would 
suffer greatly should Africa find 
itself on the downward path. ” 
 

Remarks from the Executive Office of 
the President—Office of Budget and 
Management 
Statement of Administration Pol-
icy The Administration strongly 
supports House passage of H.R. 
4103, the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act (AGOA) Accel-
eration Act of 2004, which would 
extend and enhance AGOA en-
acted in 2000. AGOA is the cen-
terpiece of the Administration’s 
trade and investment policy to 
enhance U.S.-African trade, spur 
regional economic development, 
encourage economic and political 
reforms, alleviate poverty in sub-
Saharan African countries, facili-
tate the region’s integration into 
the global economy, and create 
jobs here at home.  
 

H.R. 4103's extension of AGOA 

N E W S L E T T E R 
Building Relationships to Expand the Reach of AGOA in Africa and the US 

    I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

• US House Votes on AGOA Ac-
celeration Act 

• NY AGOA Forum Collaborates 
Efforts and Establishes Immedi-
ate Plan of Action 

• The Role of an NGO in the 
Training of Media Practitioners in 
Post-Apartheid South Africa 

Network Member Notes: 

• The Website is up! We are con-
tinually putting up information 
for members and friends to view 
as well as information about 
member events and other relevant 
information.  Feel free to contrib-
ute! If you are a member inter-
ested in mirroring the AGOA 
Civil Society Network website 
in Africa for African Civil society 
groups on the ground, email:
agoacsonet@democracy-africa.
org  

• Do you have  an AGOA suc-
cess story?  The AGOA Civil 
Society Network Secretariat is 
working with the AGOA III Ac-
tion Committee to  ensure that 
the successful application of 
AGOA is recognized on Capitol 
Hill.  Send a description of the 
successful story of you or some-
one you know (especially those of 
small businesses that have grown 
with help from provisions found 
in the bill) along with your con-
tact information, and we will 
work to ensure that key policy 
makers hear your story.  E-mail 
agoacsonet@democracy-africa.
org 

 

vestment to the continent, creating 
hundreds of thousands of desper-
ately needed jobs. This makes 
AGOA the most effective of our 
development programs for Africa 
that I am aware of.  
 

Several Members, in fact, have had 
the opportunity to visit these ap-
parel plants as we have traveled to 
Africa to see this encouraging de-
velopment firsthand. Africans are 
meeting world-class standards for 
manufactured goods. This makes 
AGOA a big morale boost for 
many African countries. AGOA 
has also encouraged difficult eco-
nomic reforms as African countries 
have strived to maintain their eligi-
bility for AGOA.  
 

AGOA has also bolstered our po-
litical relations with many African 
governments. Few African officials 
that I have met with have not ex-
pressed their support and apprecia-
tion for AGOA. They almost al-
ways begin the meeting by explain-
ing how it has brought economic 
reform to their country and in-
creased trade with the United 
States. This is important diplomatic 
capital that our country has gained 
through AGOA.  
 

The African continent, frankly, is at 
a crossroads. The vision many of 
us have is of an Africa that joins 
the world economy, the vision that 
we have had of working for an 
increasingly stable and democratic 
Africa that is combating HIV/
AIDS and exporting and importing 

On Tuesday, June 14, 2004 at 
3pm the US House of Represen-
tatives passed the AGOA Accel-
eration Act (HR 4103) by a voice 
vote.  Chairman Thomas re-
quested that the vote take place in 
“suspension of the rules” - mean-
ing if two-thirds of the House 
approved the bill that it would 
automatically pass prohibiting 
further debate.   
 

Below is a bit of the discourse 
that went on before the House 
successfully passed the Bill:  
Comments from Congressman Ed Royce 
on the House Floor 
“Since becoming chairman of the 
Africa Subcommittee 7 years ago, 
one of our top priorities has been 
working to see that Africa does 
not fall off the edge of the world's 
economic map; and, frankly, Af-
rica is teetering on that edge. For-
tunately, though, AGOA has been 
a lifeline for Africa to the global 
economy.  
 

Today, 3 years into the AGOA 
program, we know that it has 
worked. Many of us that have 
worked on this legislation, of 
course, wish that more African 
countries and more African indus-
tries were taking advantage of 
AGOA, and we wish they particu-
larly would take advantage of 
AGOA in agriculture. That is why 
this legislation includes trade ca-
pacity-building provisions, but in 
a few short years AGOA has 
managed to draw hundreds of 
millions of dollars of foreign in-

US House of  Representatives Vote on H.R. 4103—
The AGOA Acceleration Act 

“AGOA has been a lifeline 
for Africa to the global  

economy” 

President Museveni Recaps Progress of  G-8 Meetings 
Pres ident  Yower i  Kagu ta 
Museveni of Uganda spoke to an 
engaged audience at a CSIS States-
man Forum on June 14, 2004 about 
the recently completed G8 Sum-
mit which he attended with five 
other African heads of state.  
President Museveni also ad-
dressed the numerous indigenous 

and exogenous factors that have 
impeded Africa's development.  
President Museveni insisted that 
the United States "wake up" to 
discuss growth and transforma-
tion in Africa, suggesting the need 
for concern rather than pessimism 
in regarding Africa as "the sick 
man of the world".  Museveni 

stressed the necessity for Africa to 
progress from a pre-industrial to 
an industrial society, by concen-
trating on market access, value 
addition and infrastructure to fa-
cilitate this "social metamorpho-
sis."      
 

President Museveni commented 

Continued on page 2 
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to 2015 fulfills the President’s 
commitment to work with Con-
gress to extend AGOA beyond its 
2008 expiration date and will in-
crease investor confidence and 
underscore continuing U.S. sup-
port for boosting African growth 
and development through trade.  
 

The Administration looks forward 
to working with Congress as the 
bill proceeds to address a number 
of concerns, including those out-
lined below.  
 

The Administration urges Con-

gress to remain cognizant of on-
going Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) negotiations with certain 
AGOA beneficiaries.  
 

H.R. 4103 contains several provi-
sions that support targeted trade-
related technical assistance, which 
the Administration believes is 
important for AGOA’s continued 
success. The development studies 
called for in H.R. 4103 are gener-
ally useful; however, the Admini-
stration objects to mandating a 
study for every country in sub-
Saharan Africa, which would in-
clude those not designated as 

AGOA beneficiaries. With respect 
to technical assistance related to 
agricultural exports, the Admini-
stration opposes a requirement that 
a minimum of 20 technical experts 
must be assigned to no fewer than 
10 countries. Such mandates limit 
Presidential discretion to address 
Africa’s resource needs as appro-
priate.  
 

Similarly, requiring the President to 
convene the trade and advisory 
committee on Africa would limit 
discretion to identify the most ef-
fective means to seek timely and 
useful private sector advice on Af-
rica trade and investment matters. 

The United States Trade Repre-
sentative (USTR) currently relies 
on a robust three-tiered private 
advisory committee system created 
by Congress under the Trade Act 
of 1974, as amended, to provide 
input on all matters pertaining to 
the U.S. trade agenda, including 
multilateral, regional, and bilateral 
initiatives around the world, in-
cluding Africa. The current advi-
sory committee system provides 
ample opportunity for advisor 
input and dialogue with Admini-
stration officials and trade negotia-
tors on AGOA and Africa trade 
issues.  

US House Passes AGOA Acceleration Act (HR 4103) 

Continued from page 1 
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President Museveni of  Uganda Shares Thoughts on African Development 

that exogenous factors historically 
presented a larger problem than 
indigenous factors -  citing coloni-
alism at the root of these prob-
lems.  He observed that incompe-
tent leaders, who manned states 
after independence from colonial 
rule, caused many internal prob-
lems to arise.  More recently, ex-
ternal powers have persistently 
interfered in the decision making 
process in Africa.  Museveni criti-
cized this interference, remarking 
that African nations become reli-
ant on this often faulty or mis-
guided outside opinion.  He also 
discerned lack of trade access as a 
major exogenous factor that hin-
ders African progress.  Noting that 
Africa has been exporting raw 
materials for over a century, Presi-
dent Museveni described cotton 

production in Uganda to illustrate 
this problem.  Cotton production is 
a six-step process involving:  grow-
ing cotton, removing seeds, spin-
ning, weaving, dying fabric and sew-
ing garments.  However, most Afri-
can states export the product after 
the second step.  Museveni criti-
cized Africans for their "donor" 
status--they are donating money and 
jobs to other nations when export-
ing their raw materials.  If Africa 
were to complete the cotton pro-
duction process, the value of cotton 
would be increased ten times per 
kilogram, creating jobs for spinners, 
weavers and tailors as well. 
 

Today, indigenous factors pose a 
greater threat to African develop-
ment than exogenous factors.  Fac-
tors such as lack of adequate politi-
cal organization, infrastructure and 

education require specific atten-
tion to improve Africa's status as 
a global power.  President 
Museveni criticized the political 
organization of the continent, 
suggesting there are too many 
states, comparing North Amer-
ica’s three nations with Africa’s 
fifty-three.  The numerous states 
complicate negotiations with out-
side powers and diminish the 
voice of individual states.  Due to 
its small sphere of influence, 
Uganda is reduced to supplicating, 
begging or petitioning while nego-
tiating with the United States.  He 
suggested the benefit of establish-
ing regional groupings to repre-
sent the interests of multiple 
states.  Second, he noted that the 
lack of infrastructure impedes 
communication, transportation 

and the political process.  In the 
past, African leaders mishandled 
the private sector which is an es-
sential tool for growth.  Finally, he 
stated that education is a necessary 
factor for development--without 
educated leaders, corruption and 
patronage will continue.   
 

President Museveni commended 
the success of the AGOA legisla-
tion, calling it "the greatest act of 
progress" enabling processed and 
manufactured African goods to 
come tax-free to the American 
market.  He stressed the impor-
tance of renewing AGOA for a 
third time (through AGOA III).  
Throughout his  address, President 
Museveni stressed that the pursuit 
of growth and transformation will 
expedite solutions for the numer-
ous issues that trouble Africa.   

Continued from page 1 

Washington, DC – While action on 
the Africa Growth and Opportunity 
Act (AGOA) looks positive in the 
US House of Representatives, Sen-
ate action on the bill is at a stand-
still.  Even with rock star Bono’s 
appearance at a reception celebrat-
ing the 4th Anniversary of AGOA’s 
signing into law on the Senate side 
of the US Congress, Senator 
Lugar’s version of AGOA III 
(S.1900) has not seen much pro-
gress in the Senate Finance Com-
mittee (where it will be evaluated, 
before being placed on the Senate 
floor for a vote).   
AGOA III advocates are encourag-
ing all AGOA supporters and other 
friends of Africa to urge Senator 

Grassley to support the speedy 
movement of AGOA in the Senate, 
and also to write other US senators, 
encouraging them to remind Sena-
tor Grassley and other Senate Fi-
nance Committee members how 
important AGOA and it’s timely 
passage is to the people of Africa.  
Africans on the continent are also 
encouraged to send letters to Presi-
dent Bush through the US embassy 
in their country and to let the US 
ambassador know how important 
the bill is to the welfare of poor 
people in Africa.  According to 
Kenyan Embassy Officials in 
Washington, approximately 2,500 
jobs have been lost over the last 
month due to uncertainty over 

whether the key benefits will be 
extended and companies are laying 
off slowly - in hundreds - as orders 
continue to decrease; the Lesotho 
Textile Exporters Association re-
ports over $40 million worth of 
orders either cancelled or put on 
hold until AGOA III benefits are 
clearly extended. 
The most important points to get 
across in communications with US 
Senators and President Bush are: 
(1) in order to allow Africa build its 
fabric manufacturing capacity, it is 
important to extend AGOA from 
2008 to 2015 and its third country 
fabric provision for three years - as 
proposed by the House AGOA 
version; (2) it is critical to pass the 

technical assistance and capacity 
building provisions in S.1900 to 
strengthen and diversify Africa’s 
trade capacity, and make it more 
competitive; and (3) it is vital that 
the Senate passes AGOA now, 
and not later, to avoid further loss 
of jobs and income as firms con-
tinue to close down and take their 
business to Asia because of uncer-
tainty over AGOA’s extension. 
 
For more details on AGOA III or 
for assistance in writing letters, 
email agoacsonet@democracy-
africa.org or call 202.331.1333. 

 

US Senate Is the New Focus of  AGOA Efforts  



The Role of  an NGO in the Training of  Media Practitioners in Post-Apartheid South  
Africa 

US-Africa Updates  
US Government Update— 
This week six African leaders at-
tended the G8 Summit in Sea Is-
land, GA.  The Sea Island encoun-
ter was the fourth meeting between 
African and G8 leaders with a view 
to building and consolidating part-
nerships aimed at advancing the 
Nepad, the continent's economic 
deve lopmenta l  p rogramme.  
A G8 Action Plan was developed 
aimed at addressing a variety of 
issues such as: promoting peace 
and security, strengthening institu-
tions and governance and fostering 
trade, investment, economic 
growth and sustainable develop-
ment in Africa.          

 
Concern has 
been mounting 
as the Senate 
has not yet ap-
proved AGOA’s 
extension.  If 
the bill is not 

approved by the end of the year the 
provision expires, AGOA will 
cease to be commercially viable. 
The historic legislation would then 
become one of the many well-
intentioned but rarely sustained 
efforts to help reduce Africa's reli-
ance on foreign aid.   In order to 
save AGOA, it is necessary that 

Senate Democrats support the 
bill and for President Bush to 
actively persuade Congressional 
leadership that the legislation is a 
priority.  The African Growth and 
Opportunity Act (AGOA) was signed 
into law on May 18, 2000 as Title 1 
of The Trade and Development Act of 
2000. The Act offers tangible incen-
tives for African countries to continue 
their efforts to open their economies and 
build free markets. For more informa-
tion visit www.agoa.gov 
 
Civil Society 
News— 
THE BATTLE 
FOR ZIMBABWE:  
THE FINAL COUNTDOWN 
Featuring Geoff Hill, Africa Cor-
respondent for The Washington 
Times and author of The Battle for 
Zimbabwe: The Final Count-
down. Hosted by Brett D. 
Schaefer, Jay Kingham Fellow in 
International Regulatory Affairs,  
Kathryn and Shelby Cullom Davis 
Institute for International Studies, The 
Heritage Foundation.  
 
The past decade has seen Zim-
babwe fall from peace and pros-
perity into violence and poverty. 
Geoff Hill has spent the past 
three years conducting hundreds 
of interviews with ordinary Zim-

babweans in both the Mugabe gov-
ernment and the opposition and 
among the more-than three million 
exiles living in South Africa and Brit-
ain.  Their story is chronicled in The 
Battle for Zimbabwe: The Final 
Countdown – a harrowing narrative 
of Zimbabwe’s descent into chaos 
and violence based on eyewitness 
accounts.  
 
Hailed by critics for its balance, The 
Battle for Zimbabwe has generated 
more press in South Africa than any 
other non-fiction title published this 
year. The Heritage Foundation in-
vites you to hear Geoff Hill discuss 
his book, the current situation in 
Zimbabwe, implications for South 
Africa and 
the region, 
and Amer-
ica’s role in 
helping to 
build a better 
future for all 
Z imbabwe-
ans. Tuesday, June 29, 2004 – 
11:00 a.m., The Heritage Founda-
tion’s Lehrman Auditorium, Refresh-
ments Provided.RSVP Online at 
http://www.heritage.org/Press/
Events/ or call (202) 675-1752; All 
events can be viewed live from 
http://www.Heritage.org 
 

The Western Hemisphere Afri-
c a n  D i a s p o r a  N e t w o r k 
(WHADN) will be sending a dele-
gation of CSO representatives to 
participate in the upcoming African 
Union (AU) 3rd Ordinary Ses-
sion of the Sum-
mit taking place 
July 1-8, 2004 in 
A d d i s  A ba ba , 
Ethiopia. For an 
application to join the delegation at 
the AU Summit,  
email info@democracy-africa.org 
Application deadline is June 25, 
2004 at 5pm (EST).   
 
The seventh annual AfrICANDO 
Trade and Investment Symposium 
themed “Effective and Efficient 
Use of Agricultural Science, Tech-
nology and Research as a Tool for 
Development in Africa” will take 
place September 16-18, 2004 bring-
ing together African and US agricul-
tural businesses, educators, trade 
and investment experts, govern-
ment administrators and representa-
tives from international organiza-
tions to discuss technology based 
approaches and strategies to ad-
vance African Agriculture.  For more 
information on the upcoming conference and 
anniversary celebrations, e-mail afri-
cando@democracy-africa.org 
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The following is a contribution made to the 
AGOA Civil Society Network Newsletter 
by Individual member—Dr. Lynette Lash-
ley: 
 

I was recently part of a delegation 
to South Africa, invited to join a 
study mission of 13 U.S. journal-
ism and mass media profession-
als and academics, sponsored by 
the People to People Ambassa-
dor Programs, an organization 
started by the late President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 45 years 
ago.   Our mission was to exam-
ine the role of the media ten 
years after the fall of apartheid in 
South Africa.   
 

 I traveled to Johannesburg and 
Cape Town, the two most metro-
politan cities in South Africa, the 
former being the unofficial com-
mercial capital, and the latter, the 
official legislative capital.  My 

specific interest was on how 
blacks were faring in today’s 
post-apartheid South African 
media.    
 

In Johannesburg, I visited an 
NGO, The Institute for the Ad-
vancement of Journalism (IAJ) 
which was established in 1992 to 
train black journalists in the print 
and electronic media, by offering 
basic journalism skills education 
programs.  Before the demise of 
apartheid in 1984, blacks re-
ceived very little formal educa-
tion in journalism, their skills 
being learnt on the job.  The IAJ 
now conducts workshops in the 
form of seminars and short 
courses to update black journal-
ists with current journalism and 
mass media practitioners’ skills 
to meet the new demand for 
such personnel. 
 

Mr. Jacob Ntzhangase, Executive 
Director of IAJ said that most for-
mal journalism education is obtained 
through seminars and short courses 
either at special locations or at the 
actual news media outlet, through 
training or internship programs. 
Ntzhangase stressed that there is 
great need for basic journalism edu-
cation programs in order to train 
competent black journalists to func-
tion in today’s media in South Af-
rica.  
 

IAJ has responded by offering 
courses such as news writing and 
newsroom management,  the latter 
being done in conjunction with the 
renowned Poynter Institute, in St. 
Petersburg, Florida, well–known for 
its state-of-the-art training of media 
practitioners. IAJ also offers basic 
editing, interviewing skills, media law 
and ethics, as well as writing for ra-

dio, coverage of political elections, 
reporting conflict and violence, 
investigative reporting, media man-
agement, marketing, advertising and 
promotion.  
Ntzhangase said that IAJ receives 
its major source of income from 
media courses taught for private 
corporations and government insti-
tutions on public relations. Students 
in these programs are taught how to 
write speeches, develop media 
strategies and presentations. 
 

The more experienced practitioners 
are being wooed by corporations to 
work in public relations, advertising, 
and promotion, which areas offer 
more money than paid by media 
corporations. 
 

 IAJ is now working with the Uni-
versity of Witwaterstrand in Johan-

Continued on page 6 



Lugar Praises Progress on African Trade Bill 

U.S. Senate 
Foreign Rela-
tions Commit-
tee Chairman 
Dick Lugar 
today praised 
House of Rep-

resentatives passage of the third in-
stallment of the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act (AGOA III), and 
called on the Senate to quickly do 
the same.   
“Given the concerns in the Senate 
about the possibility of considering 
and passing the third installment of 
the African Growth and Opportu-
nity Act legislation, I was encour-
aged to see that the House passed 
AGOA III by voice vote,” said 
Lugar. “I urge the Senate to quickly 

accept identical legislation.” 
In November of last year, Lugar 
introduced S. 1900, the third install-
ment of the AGOA legislation, 
which has been a tremendous suc-
cess.  S.1900 extends the third coun-
try fabric provision, which expires in 
September, until 2008.  It also ex-
tends overall AGOA benefits until 
2015 and provides new benefits in-
cluding technical assistance, invest-
ment incentives, and links in the 
fields of transportation and infra-
structure.  

In an effort to generate support for 
S.1900, Lugar has sent out Dear 
Colleague letters highlighting the 
benefits of and seeking co-sponsors 
for the legislation. Currently, 11 
senators are co-sponsors of the bill.  
He also held a reception featuring 
Bono, the lead singer of U2 and long 
time crusader for aid and trade to 
the African subcontinent.  Key ad-
vocates of AGOA from the House 

were present.  Finance Committee 
Chairman Chuck Grassley and 
Ranking Member Max Baucus 
joined in expressing support for the 
AGOA III legislation.   

Lugar has met at length with the 
African Diplomatic Corps regard-
ing the importance of the AGOA 
III legislation and the importance 
of building on the progress accom-
plished by the legislation so far.  
The Diplomatic Corps expressed 
their gratitude to Lugar on his lead-
ership on AGOA since its incep-
tion and his efforts to ensure that 
AGOA receives timely renewal.   

“It is critical to continue to build 
upon the initial success begun un-
der the original AGOA legislation 
and the AGOA II amendments by 
enacting AGOA III,” said Lugar.   

Lugar indicated that he was 
pleased to hear that the Senate 
leadership, on a bi-partisan ba-

sis, is willing to adopt the 
House passed AGOA III bill 
by unanimous consent.  He is 
hopeful that, realizing the im-
portance of this legislation and 
the fact that the key third coun-
try fabric provision expires in 
September, Senators on both 
sides of the aisle will permit 
this legislation to proceed 
through the UC procedure 
without objection.  He urges all 
of those who supported S.1900 
to lend support to this legisla-
tion and to the efforts of Fi-
nance Committee Chairman 
Grassley and Ranking Member 
Baucus in securing timely pas-
sage. 
 
 
 
The African Growth and Opportunity Act 
(AGOA) was signed into law on May 18, 
2000 as Title 1 of The Trade and Develop-
ment Act of 2000. The Act offers tangible 
incentives for African countries to continue 
their efforts to open their economies and 
build free markets. 

The following is a recent press release 
from Senator Dick Lugar’s Office.  
For more information contact Andy 
Fischer at andy_fischer@lugar.
senate.gov 

Bono Shows Support for AGOA at a 4th Anniversary Celebration of  AGOA’s Signing 
into Law 

Bono—the lead singer of U2 and 
leader of Debt Aids Trade Africa (an 
Africa advocacy  working world 
wide)- spoke at a reception in honor 
of the 4th Anniversary of the 
African Growth and Opportunity 
Act’s signing into Law (by President 
Clinton of May 2000).  Bono was 
j o i n e d  b y  H o u s e  A G O A 
Acceleration Act sponsors Jim 
McDermott, Ed Royce, Charles 
Rangel and Sander Levin. Bono 
described speaking to members of 

the House and Senate as “Mickey 
Mouse addressing Walt Disney,” he 
remarked “trade is the most 
important thing to our friends in 
Africa.”  
 
Referencing the Acceleration Act 
Congressman Lugar remarked, 
“Such legislation is critical to further 
bolster the progress already made 
under AGOA and to ensure that 
African development is enabled.”   
Despite House members confidence 

that the legislation will pass in the 
House, concerns that the legislation 
will meet a standstill in the Senate  
were also addressed.  Grassley 
expressed these concerns, “I’m 
afraid a broad bill – which I’d like 
to see – will get bogged down in 
partisan politics,” he said. Jim 
McDermott hopes there could be 
bipartisan consensus to aid the bills 
progress. “Don’t pull the rug out 
from under” African trade, 
McDermott said.   Grassley finally 

s h a r e d  h i s 
o p t i m i s m , 
commenting, “I 
strongly support 
extending the 
Africa Growth 
and Opportunity 
Act. In three short 
years, AGOA has 
made a difference. 
Investment in 

Africa is up. And trade from 
Africa is up. Because of AGOA, 
many African families can now 
feed their children. For the first 
time, there’s a new sense of hope 
in many countries.”    
However,  Grassley added the 
importance of the bills renewal 
for Africa to continue this suc-
cess.   “But I don’t think we’ve 
reaped the full benefits of the 
program. There’s more we can 
do. I commend my colleagues 
who have taken the initiative to 
introduce broad renewal legisla-
tion this year. I support their 
efforts. Current uncertainty sur-
rounding the program can lead 
to investment flight from Africa 
to other parts of the world, most 
notably Asia. I don’t want to see 
that happen.” 
. 
 

To the left, Rock star Bono meets with 
Congressman Charles Rangel and 
Congressman Edward Royce. 
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NY AGOA Forum Collaborates Efforts and Establishes Immediate  
Plan of  Action 

A recent 
forum held 
on May 11th 
in New York 
City dis-
cussed the 
c e n t r a l 
theme, ““US 

Trade Policy and the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act – 
Growth Opportunities that Re-
main Stifled.”  The forum was co-
sponsored by the New York State 
Summit on Africa ~ NGO, Inc. 
(Mr. Thomas Banister, Chair) and 
The Association of the Bar of the 
City of New York - African Af-
fairs Committee (Mr. David Sto-
elting, Chair).   
 

The forum was preceded by a 
successful and well-received meet-
ing with President and CEO of 
Africa Society - National Summit 
on Africa, Dr. Leonard Robinson 
and the members and prospective 
members of the New York State 
Summit on Africa~NGO, Inc.  
The pre-forum meeting sought to 
review the history of the Africa 
Society National Summit on Af-
rica, and to examine its present 
programs and goals.  The objec-
tive was to formalize a relation-
ship between the Africa Society 
and the New York State Summit 
on Africa, while attracting new 
Summit members to greater im-
pact policies and practices affect-
ing Africa. 
 

The Association of the Bar of the 
City of New York, one of the 
most prestigious bar associations 
in the state, is the largest, with a 
membership exceeding 22,000. 
The elegant House of the Asso-
ciation, a 108-year-old historic 
landmark building in the heart of 
midtown Manhattan at 42 West 
44th Street, was the forum site.  
The polished opulence of its mar-
ble hallways and columns served 
as stark contrast to the subject of 
the evening’s discussion: Africa, 
and its need for fair access to the 
US market to enhance its oppor-
tunity to emerge from crushing 
poverty into an economically vital 
future. 
 

Moderated by H.M.K. Amen, 

Esq., a panel of speakers consisted 
of: Ambassador Filipe Chidumo, 
Permanent Representative of Mo-
zambique to the UN; President 
and CEO, Dr. Leonard Robinson 
of the Africa Society – National 
Summit on Africa; President and 
CEO, Mr. Wallace Ford of Ford-
Works, speaking on behalf of Con-
gressman Charles B. Rangel, and 
Ms. Anne Wright, who read a 
speech prepared by President of 
The Foundation for Democracy in 
Africa and Secretariat of the 
AGOA Civil Society Network, Mr. 
Fred Oladeinde.   
 

In addition to the panelists, a 
Statement from Congressman 
Rangel was read addressing the 
forum participants. It applauded 
their efforts and directed their 
attention to the need to strategize 
to assure the passing of the 
AGOA III bill, which has an un-
certain future. The Congressman 
also submitted an analysis of the 
final draft of the AGOA III bi-
partisan bill, H.R. 4103. 
 

The following is a summary of 
salient points made by the pan-
elists: 
Mr. Wallace Ford started the 
discussion by raising an exception.  
He explained that the use of the 
word “Africa” is such a nonspe-
cific reference.  For example, he 
commented that Albania is the 
poorest country in Europe ―one 
of the poorest countries in the 
world.  So, “when we refer to 
Europe, are we referring to Alba-
nia, or are we referring to Ireland, 
which is one of the great economic 
growth miracles of the 20th cen-
tury, going into the 21st century?”  
Africa is a similarly diverse conti-
nent meriting specificity in our 
discussions going forward,” he 
explained.  
 

In addition, Mr. Ford asserted that 
in today’s global economy, Educa-
tion, Health Care, Telecommuni-
cations, Energy, and Transporta-
tion must be the priority of every 
African government seeking to be 
involved in trade and commerce, 
and AGOA seeks to address these 
concerns.  However, given current 
globalization and regionalization 

issues and the way that trade and 
commerce has changed, AGOA 
won’t be fully implemented and 
utilized or provide a full range of 
benefits unless the above issues are 
addressed in almost every African 
nation.  
 

H . E . A m b a s s a d o r  F i l i p e 
Chidumo, Mozambique Repre-
sentative to the UN, stated that 
AGOA is a “good initiative that is 
in line with NEPAD goals.” How-
ever, he added, AGOA is still in its 
“infant stage” requiring review to 
ensure the materialization of its 
full potential, and to enable the 
forging of a strong US-Africa part-
nership.  To do this, he submits 
that there must be an effective 
dialogue in which African views 
are given due consideration. 
 

Dr. Leonard Robinson of Africa 
Society – National Summit on 
Africa, (Washington, DC), pointed 
out that prior to the Clinton Ad-
ministration, U.S. policy toward 
Africa was one of benign neglect/ 
indifference, driven by “Cold War 
issues.”  While not perfect, he as-
serted, the impact of AGOA has 
been “phenomenal!”  He listed 
examples such as job creation; 
training opportunities and upward 
mobility; acquisition of manage-
ment skills through experience; 
provision of much needed techni-
cal assistance and business infra-
structure development; and finally, 
“the economic/social impact on 
large, extended families in improv-
ing living standards and conditions 
for everyone!” 
 

Problems identified by Dr. Robin-
son that urgently need to be ad-
dressed are: (1) extension of the 
third party fabric provision – 
which expires Sept. 30, 2004. And; 
(2) lobbying to get AGOA 
through, particularly the Senate at 
this time. 
 

Ms. Anne Wright from the Foun-
dation for Democracy in Africa 
(Washington, DC) believes AGOA 
is facing major challenges.  She 
urged participants to write letters 
to their senators.  The Foundation 
for Democracy in Africa is the 
Secretariat for AGOA – Civil Soci-
ety Network.  Also, the AGOA III 

Action Committee of the Civil 
Society Network has hosted 
AGOA conferences and mobilized 
its members and affiliates to bom-
bard the Hill with e-mails, tele-
phone calls and faxes.  Ms. Wright 
recommended forum participants 
do the same, and invited them to 
call the AGOA III Action Com-
mittee for any assistance needed, 
particularly in identifying and con-
tacting legislators critical to getting 
AGOA III passed. 
 

Among its several projects, The 
Foundation for Democracy in 
Africa is working very closely with 
the African Union and has been 
charged with being the Secretariat 
for the Western Hemisphere Af-
rica Diaspora Network.  There are 
a number of initiatives that have 
been forged in its capacity of Se-
cretariat that are underway this 
year, which include: Technical 
Workshops ―  
Trinidad; African Union Summit 
― Addis Abba; AfrICANDO-
Miami concerning Agribusiness 
and training ― Miami; and AfrI-
CANDO-Cairo concerning Devel-
opment of Pharmaceutical Indus-
try in African Countries. 
 

The evening ended with a call for 
action by H.M.K. Amen.  “The 
New York State Summit on Africa 
is devoted to coalition building,” 
she said.  “All are encouraged to 
come together in an organized way 
to make sure your voices are 
heard.  In whatever capacity you 
are involved, whether in the capac-
ity of the African Affairs Commit-
tee, or the Civil Society Network; 
we have to come together in an 
organized way to be effective.”  
Those interested in working with 
The New York State Summit on 
Africa ~ NGO, Inc. or requiring 
further information concerning the 
AGOA Forum, can contact H.M.
K. Amen (646) 487-9807 or (504) 
4 5 3 - 7 9 2 5 ,  o r  e - m a i l : 
hmkamen@hotmail.com.  For infor-
mation on the projects sponsored 
by the Foundation for Democracy 
in Africa, including the AGOA 
Civil Society Network, contact 
Anne Wright at (202) 331-1333, or 
e-mail: agoacsonet@democracy-africa.
org . 
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observation and experience of the 
institute, that they find it best to 
teach general subjects to teachers 
on how to handle newspapers, 
because high-school journalism 
courses are non-existent in the 
s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l a . 
Part of  IAJ’s current  five-year 
program, includes plans to de-
velop an exchange program 
whereby editors from the United 
States would come to South Af-
rica, and South African editors 
would go to the United States to 
learn contemporary media skills 
and techniques.   
 

In addition to the aforemen-
tioned, IAJ and the Poynter Insti-
tute are also working on offering 
advanced news writing and news-
room management courses. It is 
in the process, as well, of estab-
lishing regional media training 
programs in which neighboring 
African countries can participate. 
 

From what I observed about the 
IAJ, it is an efficiently run NGO, 
which will continue to play a vital 
role in the development and edu-
cation of journalists and other 
media practitioners in post-
apartheid South Africa. 

through community radio.  Dur-
ing apartheid, the then govern-
ment ran public radio stations 
mainly for propaganda purposes. 
 

IAJ is also, currently paying atten-
tion to the needs of school chil-
dren.  The institute has developed 
children’s programming for the 
nine provinces of South Africa on 
public radio.   
 

IAJ has obtained a grant from the 
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 
of Flint, Michigan to establish 
school newspapers in junior and 
senior high schools. The Execu-
tive Director said that from the 

nesburg to enable practicing jour-
nalists to be given enough credit for 
their work experience, to allow 
them to pursue degrees at the 
graduate level in journalism.  The 
university, however, concentrates 
more on print than broadcast jour-
nalism. 
 

Since the fall of apartheid, the 
population has become increasingly 
interested in public information 
programs.  Because radio is the 
dominant medium of information, 
there is need for local program-
ming, which is now obtained 

Questions? Comments? Please contact: 
The AGOA Civil Society Network Secretariat 

1612 K Street, Suite 1104 Washington, DC 20006 USA Phone: 202.331.1333  Fax: 202.331.8547 
Email: agoacsonet@democracy-africa.org; Website: click here to view  website 

In keeping with the spirit of the Africa Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA), the mission of the AGOA 
Civil Society Network is to empower African people through their civil society organizations to work with 
governments and businesses to take maximum advantage of AGOA benefits on behalf of the citizens of their 
countries. 

The Network will accomplish this mission through three means: 

• Monitoring and compliance with AGOA eligibility requirements 

• Providing technical assistance where feasible for public and private sectors on AGOA compliance 
and trade capacity 

• Tracking the impact of AGOA specifically and trade generally on Africa societies 

Ongoing and potential AGOA Civil Society network projects include: (1) Annual report on eligibility require-
ment compliance of AGOA nations and assessment of compliance by non-AGOA nations compiled by na-
tional network affiliates; (2) Ongoing training by network member NGOs on trade capacity for African and 
America businesses to support and expand AGOA trade by small and medium enterprises; (3) Ongoing train-
ing by network member NGOs on trade, economic, political and social policy issues for African governments 
to enhance AGOA eligibility and compliance; and (4) Annual report on the impact of trade on African socie-
ties that measures the impact beyond commercial statistics and offers recommendations on broadening the 
benefits of trade. 
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