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The very real connections existing between ecotourism, the environment, and sustainable
development were highlighted. Africa possesses specific, very competitive and unique resources.
For example:
- Natural ecosystems of high value;
- Rare and endemic plant and animal species, like the mountain gorilla, the
okapi, etc.;
- Sites and landscapes of an exceptional beauty like Victoria Falls and the Cofoi
Falls.

Unfortunately, ecotourism is confronted by numerous constraints, including the following:
- Security constraints, because of the many wars that shake Africa;
- Financial and material constraints;
- Insufficient or non-existent infrastructure;
- Lack of training for qualified staff.

AGOA can be an opportunity for Africa because it will help to re-activate this sector as a viable
economic resource throughout the continent.

On July 20", at the Joint Closing Session, recommendations from the Private Sector and the Civil Society
sessions were presented to the Plenary Session. Prof. Oumar Makalou, Chairman of the AGOA Civil
Society Network, Prof. Babacar Diop, President of CONGAD, and Mr. Fred Oladeinde, President of the
Foundation for Democracy in Africa and Coordinator of the AGOA Civil Society Network, made their
presentations to the plenary session on the proceedings and recommendations from the Civil Society
session for their adoption by the Forum.
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