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Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. I am honored to welcome you today to the Regional Policy Dialogue Workshop on Promoting Agricultural Commodity Market Access in Eastern and Southern Africa. 
As a collaborating organization for this important workshop, we look forward to working with you through FARA and other partner organizations in achieving the goals and objectives of the workshop, which is to increase awareness about policy issues affecting regional and international agricultural trade, and to promote dialogue among policymakers and key stakeholders across Africa and the world on promoting agricultural commodity access in Eastern and Southern Africa  
Since 1994, my organization, the Foundation for Democracy in Africa has worked to bring indigenous African civil society organizations, private sector representatives and governments together to work on policy issues that  create the necessary environment to use trade as a tool to achieve political, social and economic development across Africa. We have served as the Secretariat for the African Growth and Opportunity Act Civil Society Network (AGOA-CSN) since the passage of the preferential trade bill into law in 2000 to expand Africa exports to the U.S. and improve US-Africa Economic Cooperation. We are also the secretariat for the Western Hemisphere African Diaspora Network, an initiative established in 2001 to encourage the participation of African nationals living in the Western Hemisphere in the social economic and political development of their home country. www.democracy-africa .org and whadn.org  

Despite abundant natural resources, vast fertile landmass,  young  and energetic  population base, educated professional nationals at home and abroad,  development  in Africa is slow because of inadequate  investments  in the  critical agricultural sector of the economy that employ  about seventy percent of the population, who are  smallholder farmers  in rural communities across Africa .
Today, intra-Africa trade accounts for only about ten percent of the total exports and imports within Africa because of the high cost of production caused by   high tariffs and non tariff barriers and border protections put in place by African countries against products from their neighbors. The   recent wave of  policy reform  through  subregional organizations  to harmonize customs and border procedures and to standardize  food safety across regions,  and joint investment  by  countries within sub regions  to  develop transportation and development corridors, which will lead to reduction of  production costs throughout Africa . This will result in  increased  intra Africa trade of commodities and products  and provide  African producers the  volume  necessary to achieve economies of scale and international standards  necessary to be competitive globally and expand international markets for agricultural commodities in Eastern and Southern Africa accordingly,  instead of depending mostly on preferential access to few markets in developed countries.

 Distinguished guest, ladies and gentlemen,  We must work together to ensure that Africa gets on track towards meeting the first Millennium Development Goal  of halving poverty and hunger by 2015 and reverse the trend that threatens the security and safety of the African people,  and work together to strengthen public private partnerships necessary to expand investment in the agricultural sector of the economy of the countries of using  the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Program  frame work of encouraging  investment of ten percent of GDP in the sector every year,  to enhance the growth and viability of the sector and provide the necessary empowerment for small holder farmers across Africa,  and lift millions of our brothers and sisters out of poverty and unemployment while advocating for policy reforms that will support the availability of cost effective inputs such as fertilizers, improved seeds, extension services and reduce the dependency of Africa from predatory trading arrangements and regimes.

My organization, the Foundation for Democracy in Africa (FDA)  stand ready to work with our partners  in this joint effort;  The Forum for Agriculture Research in Africa (FARA),  the European Center for Development Policy Management (ECDPM), the Technical Center for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation (CTA) (EC-ACP) the African Technology Policy Studies (ATPS), the Trade Policy Training Center in Africa (TRAPCA), the Association for Strengthening Agricultural Research in Eastern and Central Africa (ASARECA), and the Southern Africa Development Cooperation, Food Agriculture and Natural Resources (SADC-FANR),  to ensure the successful implementation of CAADP and the sustainability of small holder farmers in Africa and  help generate evidence base information to support policy formation. 

We thank FARA for recognizing the need for appropriate regional policies and efficient market system that will improve Africa's agricultural market access as well as promote gathering of agricultural market intelligence via market analysis, to provide policy makers with evidence based information and policy options that could be use to make decision that will improve broad base agricultural market access for Africa.

Africa must develop agricultural policies appropriate for Africa's development, in harmony with and in cooperation with the small-holder farmers in Africa. Various civil society organizations must be encouraged to contribute significantly to this policy formulation.

It is my hope that our debate and dialogue will provide information that can be use for policy reforms and improve legislative framework to advance development in Africa.

In conclusion, I look forward to your full participation and would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone again and thank our sponsors and resource person.

Thank you
